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ACROSS THE ICE 
Nikon D3x, Nikon AF­ S 

VR 70­ 200mm  f/2.8G IF­ ED, 
1/800 sec, f/3.5, ISO160
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The N­ Photo interviewCLOSE-UP

Martin Hartley Expedition Photographer

With my Arctic work, the 
response I want to stir up most 
within the viewer is their awe for 
the beauty of the place 

The N­ Photo interviewCLOSE-UP

ROSIE STANCER TRAINING IN 
THE CANADIAN HIGH ARCTIC 
Nikon D3X, Nikon 20mm 

f/2.8D, 1/640 sec, f/7.1, ISO100
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CHARLIE PAYTON: OFF TO THE NORTH POLE Nikon D3X, 
Nikon 14­ 24mm f/2.8G ED, 1/320 sec, f/5.0, ISO100

■ Martin Hartleyí s work has appeared in major 
international publications and on television.

■ In 2009 he was nominated as one of Time 
magazineí s ë Heroes of the Environmentí .

■ Martin is twice winner of the Spirit of 
Adventure category of the Travel Photographer 
of the Year competition, and his work has been 
exhibited at the Royal Geographical Society.
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Martin Hartley

BEN SAUNDERS TRAINING 
AT RESOLUTE BAY FOR 

NORTH POLE EXPEDITION 
Nikon D3, Nikon 17­ 35mm f/2.8D 
IF­ ED, 1/60 sec, f/2.8, ISO1250
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,W·V�D�WLQ\�FORWK�GUDZVWULQJ�EDJ�IURP�
*XDWHPDOD��ZLWK�WKUHH�OLWWOH�HIÀ�JLHV�RI�D�Martin Hartley Expedition Photographer

The other thing I carry on 
polar trips is an MP3 player with 
British garden birdsong on it. 
Robins, blackbirds and skylarks 
are my favourites

SIR RANULPH FIENNES 
Nikon FM2, Nikon 35mm 

f/2D, 1/60 sec, f/4, ISO100
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PAUL LANDRY, ANTARCTICA Nikon D2H, Nikon AF­ S 
70­ 200mm f/2.8G ED VR, 1/4000 sec, f/6.3, ISO200

The golden age of polar exploration 
immortalised the names of Scott, Amundsen, 
and Shackleton, as well as photographers 
Herbert Ponting and Frank Hurley. For Martin, 
this is both inspiration and a hard act to followÖ

How do you describe yourself? A polar 
photographer, adventure photographer, or 
travel photographer?
■ It depends who Ií m talking to! Sometimes 
the corporate clients are attracted to my 
adventurous side because Ií ve done some 
amazing trips. But being pigeon­ holed as a 
polar photographer ñ  well, ití s a bit seasonal! It 
sounds quite nice, and two of my biggest heroes 
are Frank Hurley and Herbert Ponting.

Do you think you can be compared with them?
■ I caní t be aligned with those guys because 
they were proper adventurers. Ponting had a 
beautiful way of looking at things, but Hurley 
was a true explorer in documenting things.

Have you ever done anything ë Hurleyesqueí , 
without proper regard for your safety?
■ I doní t think photographers do consider 
personal risk. Being a photographer on an 
expedition, you have to be an observer, while 
still being part of the team. Thereí s always risk 
when you extract yourself from the group. On 
a polar expedition, you might go ahead where 
thereí s potential for whiteouts, so you might 
get lost, or fall behind because you want to do 
some stuff that the others arení t interested in, 
but you have to do that to get the pictures.

Have you ever looked back and said to 
yourself: ì What did I do that for?î
■ Lots of times! Youí re so possessed with 
getting the picture that you just forget where 
you are. Thereí s been a couple of times when 
Ií ve gone onto thin ice to get a shot.
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AT THE SUMMIT OF MONT BLANC Nikon D3X, Nikon AF­ S 
28­ 70mm f/2.8G ED, 1/8000 sec, f/2.8, ISO100
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Martin Hartley

PEN HADOW AT RESOLUTE 
BAY Nikon D3X, Nikon AF­ S 

14­ 24mm f/2.8G ED, 1/160 sec, f/9, 
ISO200
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WOMEN WATCHING A WEDDING, YEMEN Nikon D2H, 
Nikon AF­ S 17­ 35mm IF­ ED, 1/160 sec, f/2.8, ISO200
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The N­ Photo interviewCLOSE-UP

Martin Hartley Expedition Photographer

The best place is not always 
the most exotic or the most 
extreme. The people youí re with 
make the place.

SALT TRADESMAN, 
TIMBUKTU Nikon D3, 

Nikon AF­ S 28­ 70mm f/2.8D, 
1/125 sec, f/2.8, ISO160
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LITTLE CORNWALLIS ISLAND Nikon D3, Nikon AF­ S 14­ 24mm 
f/2.8G ED, 1/5 sec, f/2.8, ISO800
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PUJA CEREMONY, NORTHERN INDIA Mamiya 645 Pro TL, 
Mamiya 35mm f/3.5, 1/60 sec, f/3.5, ISO200
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In 1912, Captain Scott and his four fellow 
explorers reached the South Pole, but perished 
on the return trip. This October, the three­ man 
team of Scott 2012 (Ben Saunders, Alastair 
Humphreys and Martin Hartley) will begin their 
attempt to complete the first return journey 
to the South Pole on foot. They expect to be on 
the ice for 116 daysÖ

What is it that youí re trying to do?
■ Trying to complete Scottí s 1911­ 12 South Pole 
route in its entirety, unsupported. Ití s an 1800­
mile round trip from Scottí s Hut to the South 
Pole. If weí re successful, it will be the longest 
unsupported polar journey in history. By that, I 
mean weí re carrying everything we need.

Whatí s the worst thing about being an 
expedition photographer?
■ Trying to get fit. Ií m not getting any younger, 
and getting physically fit for an expedition 
takes longer, especially for this next expedition. 

Will you be shooting video too? 
■ Thankfully, Alistair Humphries will be doing 
that. Heí ll be using a Nikon D800.

So youí ll be concentrating on stills?
■ Yes, and Ií m happy about that. I already 
know that if the expedition is successful, and 
if thereí s a film made, that is what people will 
remember, and not the stills.

Whyí s that?
■ Because ití s a lot easier, without being 
disrespectful to film­ makers, to sit down and 
watch a film and get a feeling of what it is to be 
actually there on the day. With a still picture 
youí re leaving the viewer with too much slack 
to try to communicate how the day was just 
from somebodyí s body posture.
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