Interview
Bence’s experiments with flash are
part of a long-running fascination
with photographing the flight
patterns of birds, such as this hoopoe
Nikon D800, Nikkor 200-400mm f/4 at
200mm, ISO 80, 1/4sec at f/14, flash

Bence Máté

Since he was named Young Wildlife Photographer of the Year in 2002,
Bence Máté has never stopped winning awards for his innovative
photography. He is also an enterprising businessman, with a network
of popular photo hides established around the world. For a young man
living the dream, Bence has some straightforward answers to explain
his unrivalled success…
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here do you get your motivation to do
what you do?
My main motivation is to enjoy everything
that I am doing and to build up a lifestyle
where I can enjoy most of my time, instead of working for
a time that I can enjoy. This is the problem for most other
photographers. They are working a regular job to make some
money for free time.
I want to change that, to create a lifestyle where I can enjoy
at least more than half of what I am doing. My motivation is
to find a way to enjoy this life. My other motivation is setting
a goal and finding a unique way to achieve it, in my own way.
It is always interesting to have an aim and then find a way to
get something done in your own style.

Would I also be right in saying you have an enormous
amount of initiative?
Yes. I was also lucky in the sense that my parents didn’t tell
me what I should do. They let me decide what I would do.
They let me do what I wanted, but they didn’t give me any big
help, I mean no money and no other big help. They always
told me what they were thinking about what I was doing, but
they never said, ‘This is wrong, or this is good.’ They just told
me how they felt.
And let you find your way?
This helped me from the very beginning – to be self-made,
earning money for myself and making a living for myself and
finding my way, so and I could ask the right questions for
myself from the very beginning, about what is the aim and
what I should do.

Bence has won the Eric
Hosking Award for
photographers aged 18-26,
four times during his brief
career. This image is from a
sequence behind one of the
six photographs that made
up his winning portfolio
in the 2008 Wildlife
Photographer of the
Year competition
Nikon D200, 200mm
f/4, ISO 320,
1/350sec at f/4

You developed a high profile at a very young age,
primarily because of your success in Wildlife
Photographer of the Year, the old Eric
Which other photographers inspired you?
Hosking Award, now called the
Do you have any photographer
Rising Star award. It was
heroes?
obviously a help, but
I can’t say any names. There
“The competition helped
did you also find it a
are many whose work I
because
it
created
a
lot
pressure?
like, but I can’t name a
The prize and the
single one. It’s better not
of publicity, but you have
competition
helped,
to say because maybe I’ll
to make your own future.
of course, because they
miss out someone!
created publicity, but you
Nobody can do it for you”
have to make your own future.
That’s very diplomatic of
Nobody can do it for you. You can
you. Do photo festivals and seeing
get help, pay for people to help you, others
other photographers’ work influence the
may help you because they like you, but you are the only one way you do things?
who can make your future.
I like this lifestyle, photography, because it is never boring.
I don’t think the prize made a big change in my life, I am a nature photographer but I need to know at least 20
because I was into it from the very beginning. I can say I’m other different jobs! How to talk with people, how to make
lucky because I realized what I wanted to be from the very a presentation, how to use the camera, how to learn about
beginning and I’m lucky because I’m happy and because animal behaviour, how to run a business, working with
I was born into a free world. Because of these two things metal, working with wood, working with glass – so many
everything else depends on me. I would say that the key to things, so it’s never boring. But for me the way you get there
success is more about finding a solution to your problem, is far more important than the final product.
rather than spending time explaining why others are more
successful than you are!
How many hides do you have now?
I don’t know, 50 or something?
How would you describe yourself, your qualities and
characteristics?
You started in Hungary, which other countries do you
I would describe myself as one guy who really appreciates have hides?
his luck, when and where he was born, and appreciates all Costa Rica, Brazil, South Africa, Hungary, and I’m now I’m
the circumstances that he has. He is a very good example of building a hide in Transylvania. That is the fifth country.
how anyone can succeed without money and without any Transylvania is a bit different because I am not doing it
contacts. Of course, I had a lot of help but I started without for business, but for an orphanage. It’s a special orphanage
any knowledge of English, without contacts and without where they give a very different perspective to children who
money. It was also nice to find out how I could do it my way. have lost their families. They don’t just feed them but also
train them for many different jobs, and I am helping them
From the beginning you were self-taught, weren’t you? to build up a photo tourism business as well. It’s something I
Yes.
will be doing for the next three years.
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Bence’s reputation for
innovative images is
demonstrated by this long
exposure of herons at night with
three different light sources: the
ambient light of dusk, multiple
flash bursts and starlight
Nikon D3S, Nikkor 16-28mm f/2.8,
ISO 1600, 8.2sec at f/10

“To be honest, I’m happy just to
see one of my images in the book
each year. I’m not expecting to
be a winner”
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Is that something you feel you’re doing in order to give
something back?
It is hard to say. I just do it because I think it’s good. I’m
not thinking I’m lucky and I need to give back things.
I do it because I really enjoy it. I do it because I really
appreciate what they are doing. I really enjoy using my
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A grey heron weathers a snow storm
Canon EOS-1DX, EF 200-400mm f/4L IS USM
at 320mm, ISO 2000, 1/100sec at f/4

knowledge for a different purpose than just earning
money. You don’t have to earn money for everything
you do because you can also enjoy it just for the time
spent. This is an exception: I am doing this without
earning anything, but I am enjoying it because I am
helping to build something. Looking back, it is a nice

way to spend time and it’s good to see that it is growing Do you get a lot of young photographers asking you
without me.
for advice and help?
Yes, a lot! I don’t give advice on Facebook or by the
It must be inspiring too. That must be satisfying?
Internet, because I don’t have the time, but with the
Yes, it’s very inspiring when young children are interested in work I do I always try to explain how it’s possible to
my work and are finding their way.
always find a way without contacts and without money.

In recent years Bence has been using
fisheye lenses to take close-up ground
level views of flamingos and other
birds from behind a glass hide
Nikon D3S, Sigma 15mm f/2.8 fisheye,
ISO 1600, 1/1000sec at f/13
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Although renowned mostly for his bird
photography Bence has also won awards for
his portrait studies of mammals
Nikon D3S, Nikkor 70-200mm f/2.8 at 155mm,
ISO 2000, 1/160sec at f/2.8

I was speaking to a former overall winner of Wildlife Photographer
of the Year and his prediction was that you will be the first person to
win it twice…
Who was it?
I’m not saying, but what do you say to that?
I’m really happy that he should think that. It’s a nice game, but to be honest I’m
happy just to see one of my images in the book each year. I’m not expecting
to be a winner, but I’m still young and I’ll be very happy if I can still be doing
this job with the same passion in the next 20 years.
Interview by Keith Wilson
Bence Máté has devoted himself to wildlife
photography since he was a boy growing up
in rural Hungary. He built his first bird hide
when he was 14 and at 21 started his own nature
photo tourism business. Completely self-taught,
he is regular category winner of the Wildlife
Photographer of the Year competition. A four-time winner of
the Eric Hosking Award for photographers aged 18-26, Bence
won the overall title in 2010.
www.matebence.hu
www.hidephotography.com

The St Francis Foundation of Déva
The Transylvanian orphanages, which Bence Máté is helping,
were founded by Father Csaba Böjte, a Franciscan monk of
the Catholic Church. In 2002 Father Böjte set up the St Francis
Foundation of Déva, which operates primarily in the Déva
region of Romania, giving education, housing and clothing
to poor and orphaned children.
Since its inception, the Deva Foundation has helped over
1500 children in 50 day-care centres in Transylvania and 15
homes throughout the region. For more information and to
make a donation please see the following links:
l http://www.hungariancatholicmission.com/charity/
devafoundations.htm
l https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w4pnepuodsE
l http://www.szentferencalapitvany.org/wp-content/
uploads/2014/10/Father_Csaba_Big_Family_
Gorssefamilie_von_Pater_Csaba.pdf
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